Building a mobile with mirrors
By the shiny shadows (group 5)

What the students can learn from building and playing with a mobile

· Reflections, in many directions, relates to a disco-ball

· Shadows, and the fact that shiny objects also have shadows

· On a white background, refraction is noticeable, this can be linked to rainbows

· Shadows get bigger and softer when the object is closer to the light

Target audience

Suggested age: 8-10 years old. For these children, it is interesting to make a mobile, is some ways perhaps challenging, and the big amount of reflections might be impressive to them.

For older aged students, we don’t think the assignment can be upgraded. The theory behind the physics is really straightforward, and building and seeing a mobile could be considered dull to them.

ISM’s

In this exercise, both the essentialism and the progressivism is present.

The essentialism is found within the subject-matter itself, and the fact that the students build the mobiles themselves makes progressivism also present.
